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Search and Rescue Program

Lost Person Behavior (LPB)
Pretest

Part 1.  Please circle True (T) or False (F) for each question.
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1. Lost subjects turn in the direction of the dominant hand

2. Lost subjects can walk in circles

3. The initial search effort should be at the statistical median

4. Lost persons go downhill (at least 90% of the time)

5. Subject profiles tell you the subject’s location

6. Subject’s don’t travel at night

7. Investigation trumps all

8. Searching after 51 hours is futile

9. Subjects travel further in mountainous terrain

10. The longer the search the further away lost subjects are found

11. Climate affects lost person behavior

12. Subject categories don’t statistically matter.

13. We can take the Search out of  Search and Rescue

14. Youth represent the age bracket with the most searches

15. Radar data tells you where the missing aircraft is located (within 3 nm).

16. PLBs are used for land SAR and will have a lower false alarm rate than ELTs.

17. Lost person behavior in the land environment is so complex it is impracticable to computer model.

18. Formal search theory is not required since 83-91% of all searches are done by the first shift.

19. Human input will be required to develop a useful probability map

